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Degerli Okurumuz,

Dergimiz, FEBS 2006 Kongresi i¢in bu 6zel say1y1 ¢ikardig1 giinlerde yayin hayatina girisi-
nin otuzuncu yilini da tamamlamaktadir. Bu 6zel say1, degerli bilimsel kurul tiyelerimizin
sunduklar1 derleme makalelerini icermektedir.

Bu yazimizda, derginin bu 30 yil boyunca gegirdigi evreleri, sorunlari, ¢6ziim dnerilerini
ve hedeflerimizi gdzden gecirmek istiyoruz.

Derginin gegirdigi 6nemli asamalar sdyle 6zetlenebilir:

“Biyokimya Dergisi” 1976 yilinda, yilda ii¢ say1 olarak yayinlanmaya baslamistir. Yayin
dili Tiirkge olmakla beraber, 1987 yilina kadar aragtirma makaleleri ve derlemelerde baglik
ve Ozet, bat1 dillerinden birinde de verilmekteydi. Ancak zorunlu hallerde bati dillerinden
birinde yayin yapildiginda Tiirkge 6zet temin ediliyordu. 1988 yilinda yayin dili Tiirkce ve
Ingilizce olarak belirlenmis; baslik ve &zetin, her iki dilde de olmas1 sart1 getirilmistir. 1993
yilindan itibaren yilda 4 say1 olarak yayinlanmaktadir. Tiirkge ve Ingilizce olarak anahtar
kelimelerin yazilmasi kurali 1994 yilinda getirilmistir. “Tiirk Biyokimya Dergisi” 2000
yilinda ISSN (0250 — 4685) belgesi almis ve derginin Ingilizce paralel ismi “Turkish Journal
of Biochemistry” olarak kaydedilmistir. 2003 yilindan beri Kongre Ozel Sayilar1 diginda
sadece elektronik ortamda yayinlanmaktadir. Elektronik dergi ISSN’i 1303-829X"dir.

Icerik ve dagitim sorunlar1 bir yana birakilirsa, 30 yil kesintisiz yayinlanmay1 amatdrce siir-
diirebilmek Tiirkiye sartlarinda 6nemli bir basaridir. Bu basarida, gelmis gecmis yonetim
ve dergi yayin kurullarmin tiimiiniin katkis1 bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle dernek kaynaklari-
nin ¢ok kisitli oldugu ilk yillarda, dergi sorumlular1 gerek daktilo makinasi baginda saatler
gecirerek, gerekse matbaada tipo bask1 makinasi icin harf dizerek, ya da matbaa ¢iktilarint
diizelterek, derginin aksamadan yayinlanmasini saglamislardir. Bazi dénemlerde sadece
yayin kurulu, bazi donemlerde, yayin kuruluna ek olarak genis bir bilimsel kurul veya da-
nigma kurulu dergi yayinlamada gorev almistir. Dergi 2003 yilindan itibaren bu kurullara
ek olarak teknik editor, dil editorleri ve idari sekretere de kavugmus ve kurumsallagsma yo-
lunda biraz daha mesafe katetmistir. {1k sayidan itibaren yayin ve bilimsel kurullarda gorev
alanlarin listesini bu sayida bulacaksiniz. Artik hayatta olmayanlar: saygiyla antyor, tim
emegi gecenlere tesekkiirlerimizi sunuyoruz.

ilk kurulus yillarinda bizi destekleyen Dizdarer, Labor Medikal, Lamis Ticaret, Sesa,
Simge, Tekservis, Unitay, Y1ilmaz Ozyiirek firmalaria da tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz. Bir
kism1 artik faal durumda olmayan ya da faaliyet alanini degistirmis olan bu 6zel tedarikgi-
ler de dergimizin gelismesine yon veren katkilarda bulunmuslardir.

2003 yilinda, elektronik ortamda yayina baglandiktan sonra dagitim ve okunurluk sorunu
da ¢oziilmis, gerek yurt ici gerek yurtdisindan yapilan makale bagvuru sayist dnemli 6l¢ii-
de artmistir. Bu yildan itibaren, PDF formatindaki makalelere http:/www.TurkJBiochem.
com adresinden ticretsiz olarak ulasilabilmektedir. Dergi sayilar1 zamaninda web’e ulagti-
rilmakta ve yayinlandiklar1 anda okuyucuya elektronik posta ile duyurulmaktadir. Gegmis
yillara ait sayilarin bu adreste arsivlenmesi ¢aligmalar1 da bir yandan siirdiiriilmektedir. Su
ana kadar, 1976 yilina ait birinci say1 ve 1999-2002 arasi yayinlanan sayilarin elektronik
ortama taginmasi tamamlanmigtir.

Derginin 30 y1l boyunca yaptig1 yayinlar igerik olarak irdelendigi zaman ise durum o

kadar da parlak goriilmemektedir.
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1979 yilindan beri Chemical Abstract’ta indekslenen Tiirk Biyokimya Dergisi’nin diger ulusal ve uluslararasi indekslerce tara-
nan bir bilimsel kaynak olmasi i¢in siirekli ¢aligsmalar yapilmistir. Bu ¢aligmalar sonucu dergi 2000, 2001 ve 2006 yillarindaT{irk
Tip Dizini’nde, 2006 yilindan itibaren Index Copernicus’da arsivlenmektedir. Seksenli yillarda basarisizlikla sonuglanan bir
PubMed basvurusundan sonra, 2005 yilinda elekronik dergi olarak indekslenmek iizere tekrar PubMed’e de bagvurulmus; bu
basvurunun 2006 Ekim ayinda degerlendirilecegi 6grenilmistir.

Yayin igerigiyle ilgili sorunlar uluslararasi indekslere kabul edilmemis olan yurt i¢i ve yurt disinda yayinlanan dergilerin sorun-
lariyla benzerlikler tagimaktadir. SCI’de indekslenen dergilerde yayinlanmis makalelerin iiniversite atamalarinda kriter olarak
kabul edilmesi nedeniyle yazarlarimiz yiiksek nitelikli yayinlarini bu tiir dergilere yonlendirmektedirler. Bunun sonucunda,
daha az itinayla hazirlanmis ¢alismalarin yaymlanmas: dergimize diismekte ve yayin kalitesi yiikseltilemedigi icin indekslere
kabulde zorlanilmaktadir. Bu fasit daireyi kirabilmek i¢in, nitelikli ¢alismalarimizin hi¢ degilse bir kismini, Tiirk Biyokimya
Dergisinde yayinlamaya 6zen gostermeliyiz.

Biyokimya disiplini altinda gelismeler 6zellikle son ¢eyrek yiizyilda bilime 151k tutacak yonde gergeklesmistir. Bilim ve tek-
nolojinin 1s1g1inda artmakta olan bu bilgi birikimi tip, genetik, immiinoloji, molekiiler biyoloji, biyoteknoloji, biyoinformatik
ve biyofizik disiplinleri altinda genis bir dagilimda kayda deger katkilar saglamaktadir. Dergi olarak bu gelismeleri genis bir
disiplinler mozaigi {izerinden kitlelere duyurarak bilimsel aydinlanmanin yayginlasmasina katki saglamay1 amag ediniyoruz.
Biyokimya alaninda sorulara, sorunlara yanit ararken organize eden, degerlendiren ve dikkate deger gelismeleri sunan bir anla-
yisin temsilciligini ilke ediniyoruz. Bilimsel niteligi iist diizeyde, genis bir ulasilabilirlik kitlesi saglayacak yazarlara, basarili
iletisimcilere ¢agrilarimizi yineliyoruz.

Degerli arastirmacilarimizin ve hakemlerimizin katkilariyla oniimiizdeki donemde dergimiz iceriginin nitelik bakimindan daha
yiiksek diizeye ulagsmasini beklemekteyiz. Bilimi mercek altina alarak takip etmemizin 6nemini vurgulamak istiyoruz. Klinik
laboratuvarcilik anlayisi tiim diinyada harmonizasyona yonelik bir konsensus yaratma, bir hastanin diinyanin neresinde olursa
olsun tek bir saglik kayit kart1 bilgisinden takip edilebilmesinin standardinin olusturulmasi ¢alismalar1 ile eszamanli siirdiiril-
mektedir. Bubaglamda, bilhassa referans araliklar1 ve testlerin bilgilendirme yetenekleri hakkinda yazilar, bir hastalik takibinde
bireyler aras1 varyasyon kadar birey i¢i varyasyonun da takibinin 6nemli ve tedavide yon gostericiligini ortaya koyan ¢alismalar
bekliyoruz. Dergimizde yer alan bilim ve teknolojinin gelisimi yoniindeki molekiiler temele dayanan biyokimyasal ¢aligmalari-
niza uluslararasi kabul gérmiis dergilerden atiflar yapilmasini, dergimizin etki degerinin yiikseltilmesini arzuluyoruz.

Elestirileri yapici katkilar olarak degerlendirip birbirimizi gelistirmemiz, mevcut bilgi ve uygulama platformunu bir an evvel en
etkin sekilde kullanma diizeyini yakalamamiz ve bilime katma deger iiretmemiz dilegiyle saygilarimizi sunariz.

Dear Reader,

The 30 years in press coincides with the FEBS 2006 special issue of Turkish Journal of Biochemistry. This issue houses the
reviews presented by the respected members of the scientific board.

Here, we would like to take the opportunity of viewing the phases that this journal has gone through within these years and also
evaluate the problems, solution alternatives and our goals.

The main cornerstones in the history of the journal are as follows:

“Biyokimya Dergisi” has started to be published in 1976 as three issues per year. Although it was in Turkish, until 1987 the titles
and summaries of research papers and reviews were also provided in a Western language. An abstract in Turkish was only added
if the paper rarely had to be in a foreign language. However, in 1988 the language of publication was established as English and
Turkish with a new format of the title and abstract in both languages. Since 1993, it is published quarterly. The rule of including
keywords in both languages is adopted in 1994. “Turkish Journal of Biochemistry” has received an ISSN (0250 — 4685) in the
year of 2000, and simultaneously established its co-title in English. Starting from 2003, with the exception of Congress special
issues, it is published only on-line. The e-journal is referred with ISSN of 1303-829X.

Without considering the problems encountered in the content and distribution of the journal, the 30 years of continuous publica-
tion under nonprofessional conditions in Turkey is solely a great success. The conscientious efforts of past directors and boards
of the journal are clearly evident, especially in those years in which the society had to function with a very limited budget. They
have spent long hours typing and making corrections in printing house to scrupulously prepare and publish these issues. There
were times that editorial board worked alone or sometimes were supported by a large scientific board or advisory board. Since
2003 technical editor, language editors and an official secretariat have become functional, providing an institutional format. The
Editorial Boards of the past for each volume and year are provided in this issue. We take this opportunity to express our profound
respect to those who have deceased and our gratitude to all previous board members.
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We wish to thank the initial supporters of this journal: Dizdarer, Labor Medikal, Lamis Ticaret, Sesa, Simge, Tekservis, Unitay,
and Yilmaz Ozyiirek. These companies some of which are no more active or shifted their business interests, have definitely
paved the way for the development of the journal.

In 2003 after the journal went on-line the problems in distribution and accessibility were solved. This led to an important incre-
ase in both national and international submissions. Since then articles in PDF format are freely accessible at the website http:/
www.TurkJBiochem.com . The issues are displayed in the web on time and readers are informed immediately allowing instant
access to new articles. The establishment of a complete file of past issues is in progress and, currently, the first issue published
in 1976 and issues of 1999-2002 periods are now on the internet.

However, the contents published during 30 years do not seem quite inspiring.Turkish Journal of Biochemistry is indexed by Che-
mical Abstract since 1979 and there have been a great deal of effort to have it indexed by national and international sources. As a
result, the Journal is listed in Turkish Medical Index (Tiirk Tip Dizini) in the years of 2000, 2001 and 2006. It is also included in
Index Copernicus starting from 2006. Following the unsuccessful application to PubMed in the 80’s a new application is made
in 2005 which will be evaluated in October in the e-journal category.

The problems regarding the contents are similar to those encountered by other journals that fail to be listed in distinguished in-
dexes. Since publications in SCI indexed journals are prerequisites for appointments in universities, authors prefer to send their
manuscripts to those and others to our journal. Naturally, this hampers the acceptance of the Journal to indexes. Thus, it is of
prime importance to break this vicious cycle by presenting at least a part of our principal studies.

The advances in the field of biochemistry in particular those occurred within the last half of the century have illuminated science
extensively. The information gathered as a consequence of this provided significant contributions to a wide spectrum of discipli-
nes including medicine, genetics, immunology, biology, molecular biology, bioinformatics and biophysics. With this journal we
aim at extrapolating these advances to a wide spectrum of researchers via an interdisciplinary content. We adopt the principle
of organizing, evaluating and presenting remarkable developments while searching for answers in the field of biochemistry. We
wish to invite once again the highly qualified scientists who will attract a vast communication media.

With the help of eminent researchers and referees we expect to increase the quality of the journal’s content, emphasizing the
necessity of analytical evaluation of science. The practice of clinical laboratory is on the road to reach a universal consensus,
simultaneously allowing the follow up of a patient with a single health document wherever in the world the test is carried out.
Within this concept, we expect to receive papers dealing with the reference intervals and informativenes of tests, or highlighting
the importance of inter-patient as well as intra-patient variations in evaluating the treatment regimen especially. We hope that in
future papers published in our journal will be cited in other high impacted journals and thus add to our credibility.

We hope that our criticism will be constructive to the journal’s development and thus we will be able to make a more productive
contribution to science on a more international level.

With our kindest regards.
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