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FEBS 2006, Saglikta ve Hastalikta Biyomolekiiller

Avrupa Biyokimya Dernekleri Federasyonu “FEBS”in
31. Kongresi “FEBS 2006 24-29 Haziran 2006 tarih-
leri arasinda Istanbul’da Liitfi Kirdar Kongre ve Sergi
Sarayr’'nda Tirk Biyokimya Derneg’nin ev sahipliginde
toplandi. “Saglikta ve Hastalikta Biyomolekiiller” ana
baslig1 altinda yapilan toplantiya bes kita ve yetmis l-
keden 139’u davetli konusmaci ve 686’s1 6grenci olmak
tizere toplam 2442 kisi katild1. Katilimcilarin iilkelere
gore dagilimi Sekil 1’de goriilmektedir.

FEBS 2006°da, yapisal ve islevsel agidan yagami1 olustu-
ran molekiillerin gizemini aydinlatan bilgilerin derlen-
mesi ve bu bilgilerin insan sagligina getirecegi yarar-
larin tartisilmasi hedeflendi. Kongre programi, odiillii
acilis konusmalari, sempozyumlar, poster sunumlari,
ticari sergi ve sunumlar, halka ac¢ik seminerler ve sosyal
programlardan olusuyordu. Kongre boyunca her giin
farklt bir alanda seckin bir bilim insani tarafindan bir
6dil konusmasit yapildi ve kongre ana temasi altinda
paralel oturumlar halinde bes sempozyum yiiriitiildii.
Odiil konusmalart: Sir Hans Krebs, Dr. Aaron Ciecha-
nover, Israel; IUBMB, Dr. Aziz Sancar, ABD; Biicher,
Dr. Ruedi Acbersold, Isvicre; Datta, Dr. John Massa-
gue, Ispanya; EMBO, Dr. Fotis Kafatos, Almanya;
PABMB, Dr. Kamil Ugurbil, ABD tarafindan yapildu.
Sempozyum basliklart: Sinyal Iletimi; Enzim, Gen ve
Kok Hiicre Tedavisi; Hastaliklarin Molekiiler Temeli;
Yeni Analitik ve Teshis Yaklagimlar1; insan Saghgi i¢in
Yeni Yaklasimlar’di. Bu sempozyumlarda, 122 davetli
konusmaci konferans verdi, 1400 civarinda katilimci
caligmalarint sozlii veya poster seklinde sundu. Biyo-
kimyanin temel ve uygulamali konularinda kaydedilen
ilerlemeler; bu arada toplumumuzu da yakindan ilgi-
lendiren kanser, diyabet, obezite ve metabolik sendrom,
kok hiicre uygulamalari, gen tedavisi, ilag tedavisinde
yeni yaklagimlar, beslenme, saglikta ve hastalikta ¢ev-
resel etmenler ¢esitli oturumlarda irdelendi.

Ozel oturumlarda ise “Biyokimya Egitimi”, “Bilimde
Kadin Arastirmacilar”, “Bilim ve Toplum” iizerine ¢a-
lismalar ve sdylesiler yer aldi. FEBS Toplum ve Bilim
komitesinin diizenledigi genetik miidahale gormiis bit-
kiler konusundaki ve Prof.Dr. Mustafa Djamgoz ve Prof.
Dr. Gokhan Hotamigligil’in diizenledigi kanser, obesite
ve kalp hastaliklar1 konusunda “Halk Seminerleri” ka-
muya agik ve Ingilizce-Tiirkce simiiltane terciime yapi-
larak sunuldu.
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Kongreden hemen once, 22-24 Haziran 2006 tarihlerin-
de, Istanbul Doga Kuliip’te geng bilim insanlarinin ka-
tildig1, calismalarint sundugu, FEBS tarafindan destek-
lenen bir Geng Bilim Insanlar1 Forumu (Young Scientist
Forum) diizenlendi. Toplantiya 118 6grenci ve arastir-
maci katild1 ve tiimii de ¢calismalarint s6zlii veya poster
sunumu seklinde takdim ettiler. Forum gen ekspresyon
mekanizmalari, hiicresel stres yaniti, sinyal iletimi, ve
hastaliklarin genel 6zellikleri adi altinda toplanan bes
sempozyumdan olugmakta idi. Toplantida gen¢ aras-
tirmacilarin burs bagvurulari ve bilim politikalart gibi
konular hakkinda bilgi edinmelerini hedefleyen bir yu-
varlak masa tartisma grubu da yer aldi.

Kongreyi 36 kurulus destek verdi. Bu kuruluslar kongre
boyunca sergi alaninda iiriinlerini sergiledi. Bir kisim
kuruluglar ayrica sunumlar ve caligtaylar diizenledi.
FEBS, TUBITAK, Tiirk Biyokimya Dernegi ve Dr. Ah-
met Kanneci tarafindan toplam 394 geng arastiricinin
kongreye katilimi1 desteklendi..

Bu yogun bilimsel igerikli kongre, gorkemli bir sanat
sOleni ile basladi. Gitar virtiiozu Dr. Ahmet Kanneci,
verdigi kisa fakat biiyiileyici konserde gitar repertua-
rina katkida bulunmus olan Avrupa, Amerika ve Asya
kitalarindan eserler seslendirdi. Kanneci konserine
baslarken yaptigi kisa konusmada “gelecek bilimdedir”
derken, konserden sonra “Sir Hans Krebs A¢ilis Konfe-
rans1” i¢in kiirsitye gelen Nobel 6diilli Dr. Ciechano-
ver de sozlerine Kanneci’ye gonderme yaparak “Ge-
lecek bilim ve teknolojide oldugu kadar miiziktedir,
sanattadir. Kiiltiiriimiizii ve kimligimizi korumali,
bilim ve teknolojinin diinyay tatsizlastiracak kadar
onem kazanmasina izin vermemeliyiz.” diye basladi
ve “Ubikuitin Proteolitik Sistemi” konusundaki konfe-
ransint sundu.

Acilis Dersini takiben, Anadolu Atesi grubu geleneksel
danslarimizdan o6rnekler sundu ve agilis kokteyli ile
program tamamlandi.

Kongre boyunca, istege bagli sosyal ve kiiltiirel et-
kinlikler siirdiirtildii. Bu etkinliklerin sonuncusu olan
Esma Sultan Yalisindaki Gala Yemegi’nde katilimcilar
yorgunluklarini ¢ikardilar.

Sekil 2°de Kongre katilimcilarindan bir grup goriilmek-
tedir. Sekreteryasini ODS Congress Management’in
yuriittigi Kongre ile ilgili genis bilgiye kongre resmi
web sayfasindan http://www.febs2006.org ulasilabilir.
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Sekil 1. FEBS 2006 katilimcilarinin iilkelere gore dagilimi (Prof. Dr. Nazmi Ozer’in kapanis konusmasindan alinmistir)

[Figure 1. Distribution of the FEBS 2006 participants with respect to countries (taken from Prof. Dr. Nazmi Ozer’s closing talk).]

FEBS 2006, Molecules in Health and Disease

The 3lst congress of the Federation of European Bio-
chemical Societies (FEBS), “FEBS 2006 was held un-
der the hospices of Turkish Biochemical Society on 24-
29 June 2006 in Istanbul at the Liitfi Kirdar Congress
and Exhibition Center. Total of 2442 people from five
continents and seventy countries of which 139 were in-
vited speakers and 686 were students attended the meet-
ing titled “Molecules in Health and Disease”. The distri-
bution of the participants according to the countries is
shown in Figure 1.

FEBS 2006 was aimed at gathering structural and func-
tional information on the molecules that form life and
with the view of good to the public health in mind dis-
cussing this information. The congress program con-
tained awarded opening lectures, symposia, poster pre-
sentations, commercial exhibitions and presentations,
public awareness seminars, and social program. Each
day of the congress held a lecture by a distinguished
scientist in the field that was awarded with a medal and
the congress was run in a series of five parallel sym-
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posia under the main subject heading. The speakers of
the lectures are given as follows: Sir Hans Krebs lecture
and medal, Dr. Aaron Ciechanover, Israel; IUBMB lec-
ture and medal, Dr Aziz Sancar, USA; Theodor Biicher
lecture and medal, Dr. Ruedi Aebersold, Switzerland;
Datta lecture and medal, Dr John Massague, Spain;
EMBO lecture and medal, Dr Fotis Kafatos, Germany;
PABMB lecture and medal, Dr. Kamil Ugurbil, USA.
The symposia were titled signal transduction; Enzymes,
Genes and Stem Cell therapy; The molecular basis of
disease; New analytic and diagnostic approaches; New
Challenges/New Strategies Toward Human Health.
Total of 122 invited speakers attended the congress in
these symposia and around 1400 participants presented
their work either as oral or poster presentations. The ad-
vances in the biochemistry and its applications, and also
issues of interest to general public like cancer, obesity
and metabolic syndrome, stem cell applications, gene
therapy, novel approaches to drug therapy, nutrition, en-
vironmental factors affecting health and disease were
also discussed in many of these different symposia.
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Sekil 2. Kongre katilimcilarindan bir grup Nobel Odiillii Dr. Aaron Ciechanover ile.

[Figure 2. A group of participants with Nobel prize winner Dr. Aaron Ciechanover

There were also special sessions and workshops on “Bio-
chemistry Education”, “Women in Science”, “Science
and Society”. The talks on genetically modified plants
organized by the FEBS Science and Society Committee,
and the “public awareness seminars” organized by Prof.
Dr. Mustafa Djamgoz and Prof.Dr. Gokhan Hotamisligil
on cancer, obesity and heart disease were open to public
and presented by simultaneous translation in both Turk-

ish and English.

Before the start of the FEBS 2006 congress, a satellite
meeting sponsored by the FEBS organization titled
FEBS Young Scientist’s Forum was held on 22-24 June
2006 at Doga Club in Istanbul. A total of 118 students
and post-doctoral researchers from many different
countries attended this forum. All attendants had either
an oral or poster presentation allowing them to discuss
their findings. The forum was consisted of four sym-
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posia titled; mechanisms of gene expression, cellular
stress response, cellular signaling, and general aspects
of diseases. The forum also contained a round table
discussion with distinguished speakers on different as-
pects of the scientific community which enabled young
scientists to be informed on issues beyond the realm of
academia like fellowships and scientific policies.

FEBS Congress was supported by 36 organizations that
exhibited their wares during the congress at the exhibit
hall. Some of the organizations also held workshops and
presentations. A total of 394 young scientists attendance
to the congress were supported by FEBS, TUBITAK,
Turkish Biochemical Society and Dr. Ahmet Kanneci.

This very condensed scientific congress started with a
majestic display of art. The guitar virtuoso Dr. Ahmet
Kanneci gave short but enchanting recital with works
from European, American and Asian music. Before the
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start of his recital Dr. Kanneci said in his short talk that
“the future is in science”. After the recital, in the open-
ing lecture the Nobel Prize winner Dr. Ciechanover on
“Ubiquitin proteolytic system” alluding to Kanneci’s

words said that “The future is as much in art as it is

in science. We should protect our culture and iden-
tity and not let science and technology take so much

precedence as to make the world drab and gray.”
Following the opening lecture, a performance of mod-
ernized traditional Turkish folk dance was given by the

Anatolian Fire and the opening day program ended with

a cocktail.

Turk J Biochem, 2006; 31 (3) ; 158-161. 159

There were also social and cultural programs during the
congress. The last of these was the Gala Dinner at the
Esma Sultan mansion in which the participants enjoyed
themselves after such an intense meeting.

Figure 2 displays a group of participants. Further in-
formation is available on the official congress website
http:/www.febs2006.org run by the secretariat of the
ODS Congress Management.



