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Bir yi1l once Aralik aymmda Uluslararasi
Camiasindan bir yildiz kaydi.

Biyokimya

Prof. Edward J Wood’un Biyokimya
Egitimi alanindaki derin bilgisi ve
uzmanlig1, yaraticilig1, isine bagliligi,
yorulmak bilmeyen {iiretkenligi,
paylasimciligi, algak gonilliligd,
sicak, samimi kisiligi, diiriist kara-
kteri, sergiledigi tiim insani ve bil-
imsel degerler Ailesi, Arkadaglar
ve Uluslararas1 Biyokimya Camiasi
tarafindan unutulmayacaktir.

Prof. Dr. Edward J. Wood (EJW,
Resim 1) 14 Aralik 2008’de, 68
yasinda, “166, Otley Road, Leeds
(UK)” deki evinde, son ii¢ yilda
saghigr i¢in verdigi cesur bir miic-
adeleninardindan ve ge¢irmigoldugu
bir operasyonun nekahat doneminde, .

ani olarak kalp krizi nedeniyle vefat  Resim 1/Figure 1: Ed Wood, Vi-
etti. Ertesi giin, Ed’in Esi Helen’den yana FEBS Kongresinde (2007),
gelen telefonla, ac1 haberi biiyiik bir  FEBS Dergi Editorleri Resepsiyo-
tizinti ile 6grendim. nunda /at the Reception for FEBS
Ed Wood'u ilk kez Ankarada joyrnal Editors, FEBS Vienna
TBDnin ev  sahipliginde 1983 (2007)

yilinda Frank Vella ve Alan Mehler

ile birlikte diizenledigi IUB (International Union of Biochemistry) Biyo-
kimya Egitimi Calistayinda, Tiirk Biyokimya Camiasi ile birlikte tanima
olanagini bulmustum.

Sonraki 20 y1l boyunca, Ed’i Tiirk Biyokimya Dernegi’nin adeta fahri iiye-
si, ger¢ek bir Tiirk dostu olarak gordiik. Tiirkiye’de biyokimya alaninda
gerceklesen bilimsel ve egitim toplantilarina dnemli, samimi katkilarini
koydu. Ayni zamanda Tiirk Biyokimya Dergisinin Editérler Kurulu iiyesi
idi. Yillarca dergiye hakemlik yapti. Gereksinim duyuldugunda her za-
man yanimizda idi. Genglere siirekli olarak destek verdi. Tiirkiye’den,
Leeds Universitesi'ne giderek Ed Wood’un danismanlhiginda doktora ya da
doktora-sonrasi ¢aligmalarini ytriiten ¢ok sayida biyokimyaci yetismistir.
Royal Society-TUBITAK ortak bursu ile 1994 yilinda Ed Wood’un, Leeds
Universitesindeki laboratuvarinda ortak arastirma yapma olanagini buldum.
Ed’in, Antalya’da yapilan 1989 Ulusal Biyokimya Kongresinde, 1991°de
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[zmirde diizenlenen “IUB Biyokimya Egitimi”
Calistayinda, sonraki yillarda izmir ve Istanbul’da Ulu-
sal Biyokimya Kongrelerinde, Ankara’da 1994°de diizen-
lenen “Temel Tip Bilimleri Egitimi” Sempozyumunda,
ODTU’de TBD tarafindan diizenlenen “Biyokimya
Egitimi” Sempozyumunda, 2001°’de izmir’de TBD izmir
Subesi tarafindan gerceklestirilen “2000°1i Yillarda Bi-
yokimya Egitimi” Sempozyumunda, Bursa’da Uludag
Universitesi Biyokimya Anabilim Dali tarafindan
2007°de diizenlenen “Molekiiler Kanser” Kongresi’nde,
Dokuz Eyliil'de gesitli zamanlarda bilimsel konferans-
larda, 2007-2008 yillarinda “Danismanlik Becerileri”
konusunda Izmir, Ankara ve Mersin’de diizenlenen ¢ok
sayida Calistay’da (Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi Saglk
Bilimleri Enstitiisii - Tip Egitimini Gelistirme Dernegi-
Hacettepe Universitesi Saghk Bilimleri Enstitiisii-
Mersin Universitesi) anahtar bir rol ve sorumluluk
iistlendigini gordik.

Ed Wood ile 2001 yilindan bu yana FEBS Egitim Etkin-
liklerinde birlikte ¢alisma firsatint ve ayricaligini elde
ettim. 2001-2007 yillart arasinda “FEBS Working Group
on Teaching Biochemistry” semsiyesi altinda calistik.
2006 Istanbul FEBS Kongresi sirasinda toplanan FEBS
Genel Kurulunda, “FEBS Egitim Calisma Grubu”nun
“FEBS Egitim Komisyonu”na doniismesi yoniinde tarihi
bir karar alindi. Ayni toplantida, yeni kurulan Egitim
Komisyonunun Baskanligina Prof. Ed Wood getirildi.
Uyeler olarak da Prof. Jean Wallach (Lyon) ve Prof. Giil
Giiner (Dokuz Eyliil) se¢ilme sans1 bulduk.

Diinyada, Avrupa’da ve {iilkemizde biyokimya bili-
mi ve egitimi agisindan dnemli izler birakan bu bilim
insanini anmak, yeni nesillere tanitmak, Tiirk Biyo-
kimya Camiasina kalict bilgiler aktarmak amaciyla,
TBD Biyokimya Dergisi editorliigiinden  gelen na-
zik davet dogrultusunda, Ed Wood’un yasamini ve
gerceklestirdiklerini kaleme almak gibi zor bir gorevi
yerine getirmekten biiyiik bir onur duydum.

Prof. Ed Wood’un Kisa Ozgecmisi

Ed Wood Queen’s College, Oxford’da burslu olarak
biyokimya lisansin1 tamamladiktan sonra, yine
Oxford’da Nuffield Klinik Biyokimya Departmaninda
DPhil derecesini aldi. Bir siire Beckenham’da Well-
come Arastirma laboratuarlarinda antikorlarin (im-
miinglobiilinlerin) biyokimyasi Tlizerinde calistiktan
sonra, 1967°de Malta Universitesi Biyokimya ve Fizy-
oloji Departmanina Ogretim gorevlisi olarak atandi.
Prof. Wood, Leeds’e 1972°’de o6gretim gorevlisi olarak
geldi. 1978°de yardime1 dogent, 1994’de dogent, 1998’de
profesor oldu. 1991-1996 yillar1 arasinda Leeds Uni-
versitesi Biyokimya Departmani Baskani olarak gorev
yapti. Leeds’deki gorevi sirasinda Ed Wood son derece
verimli bir aragtirma grubunu yiiriittii. Onceleri, cesitli
omurgasiz hayvanlarda solunumda gorev alan protein-
ler iizerine odaklandi ve bunlarin yap1 ve islevlerine
onemli yeni bilgiler ile katki yapti. Bu c¢alisma Ed
Wood ve arkadaslar1 tarafindan, Malvern’deki Kraliyet
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Radar Arastirma Merkezi ile birlikte gelistirilen lazer
1sin sagilimi teknigi ile biiylik olglide kolaylastirildi
ve molekiil kitle saptama alaninda basarili bigimde
uygulandi. Bu yeni teknik, gerek aragtirmada gerekse
endiistride, partikiil biytikligi ve dagilimi konusunun
arastiritlmasinauyarlandi. Ed Wood’un omurgasizlardaki
solunum proteinleri lizerindeki caligmalari, yeni bir
sinif glikoproteinlerin rastlantisal olarak bulunmasi ile
sonuglandi.

1980’11 yillarin baslarinda, Profesér Wood ilgisini insan
derisindeki proteinlere ve deri hastaliklarindaki ve yara
iyilesmesindeki rollerine ¢evirdi. Bu yon degisikiligi,
diyagnostik ve terapdtik alanlara uygulanabilecek 6zel-
likte olan insan dokular1 ve hastalik mekanizmalari
iizerinde arastirmalar yapma istegine bagli olarak
gelisti. Klinik meslekdaslar1 ve farmasétik endiistrinin
bazi boliimleri ile yakin bir isbirligi i¢inde ¢alisarak, bu
alanda ¢ok sayida bilimsel yayin gerceklestirdi ve deri
biyolojisindeki katkilari nedeniyle ulusal ve uluslar arasi
diizeyde taninirlik elde etti. Keratin biyokimyasi ve
spesifik olarak psoriazis biyokimyasi konusunda tip lit-
eratliriine 6onemli katkilar1 oldu. Bu ¢alismalar, degisik
terap6tik yaklasimlari ve retinoidler gibi, degisik farma-
kolojik etmenlerin etkilerini degerlendirmek agisindan
temel olusturdu. Insan deri hiicrelerini daha iyi
calisabilmek i¢in Ed Wood bu hiicreleri in vitro olarak
cogaltmak tizere bir teknoloji gelistirdi; bu, yalnizca
temel hiicre biyolojisi deneylerini kolaylastirmaka
kalmayip ayn1 zamanda, yanik ya da bacak iilseri olan
kisilere rekonstriikte edilmis insan deri oOrneklerini
grefleme olanagini da yaratti. Laboratuarda bir yara-
iyilesmesi modelini gelistirerek, yara iyilesme siirecinde
deri hiicrelerinin davraniglarini gozlemleme olanagini
sagladi. Ed Wood’un dermatolojik aragtirma dalindaki
uzmanligi Leeds’de bu alanda o6nemli gelismeler
kaydedilmesi i¢in bir stimulus olusturdu. Universit-
enin Interdisipliner Deri Arastirma Merkezi'nde uzun
yillar boyunca itici bir gii¢ olusturdu. Avrupa Derma-
tolojik Arastirmalar Dernegi, Uluslar arasi Biyokimya
ve Molekiiler Biyoloji Birligi gibi kuruluglarin énemli
toplantilarinda sayisiz Oturum Baskanlik gorevleri Ed
Wood’un bu alanda Uluslar arasi taninirliginin en giizel
kanit1 idi. “Klinik Dermatoloji, Retinoidler ve diger Te-
davi Yaklasimlar:” dergisinde uzun yillar Bas-Editorliik

yapti.

Profesér Woodun biyokimya egitimi felsefesi ve
uygulamasina yapmis oldugu katkilar, bilimsel
arastirmalara yapmis oldugu katkilar kadar, hatta daha
fazla, s6z konusu edilmeyi hakeder. Egitim konusun-
daki bilgi ve birikimi, adanmisligi, yaratici ve yenilikgi
fikirleri Leeds Universitesi Biyokimya Departmaninin
bu alanda varolan iiniinii daha da arttirdi. Oncelikleri
dogrultusunda, ¢ok sayida biyokimya kitabina es-
yazarlik ya da es-editorliik yapti. Bunlar arasinda: Bi-
yokimyaya Giris (1982); Kolejler (Yiiksek Okullar) i¢in
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Uygulamali Biyokimya (1989);Tip Bilimleri i¢in Biyo-
kimya-Olguya dayali yaklasim (1994) ve Hastaligin
Biyokimyas: (2006) sayilabilir. Bunlardan Tip Bilim-
leri igin Biyokimya, tarafimdan Tiirk¢e’ye cevrilerek
biyokimya alaninda ¢ok sayida dgretim iiyesi ve lisan-
siistll  6grenciye, probleme dayali egitim materyali
olarak yardime1 olmustur. Tiim bu kitaplar, biyomedikal
egitime olan ilgi ve yetenegini acik bigimde gosteren bir
dizi etkin dergi makaleleri, kitapg¢iklar, brosiirler, kitap
elestirileri ve videoteyplere ek olarak ortaya c¢ikmis
yapitlardi. Ed Wood 1989’da, Uluslar aras1 Biyokimya
(ve Molekiiler Biyoloji) Birligi’nin ortaya ¢ikardigi “Bi-
yokimya ve Molekiiler Biyolojide PhD standartlar1” n1
olusturan dort kisilik bir ekipte yer aldi. Arastirmaci
biyokimyacilarin egitiminde dnemli bir kilometre tasi
olan bu antlagma, uluslar arasi arenada gii¢lii bir kabul
gordii ve 2000 yilinda revize edilerek tekrar yayimlandi.
Ed Wood’un diger yayinlari arasinda, bir kollaborator
ile birlikte ortaya cikardigi bes ciltlik Molekiiler ve
Hiicre Biyokimyasi (1991-1992) dizisi olup bu ciltler
biiyiik ilgi gérmiis ve bu alanda énemli bir yapit olarak
degerlendirilmistir.

Birlesik  Krallik’taki egitim etkinliklerine, uzun
yillar Baskanlhigin1 yaptigi “Biochemical Society”
(Birlesik Krallik Biyokimya Dernegi) yoluyla ivme

kazandirmistir. 2000 yilinda Ed Wood Leeds Universi-
tesi “Learning and Teaching Support Network in Biosci-
ences” (Biyobilimde Ogretim ve Ogrenme Destek Ag1)
nin direktorii olarak gérev almis ve bu birimin ad1 daha
sonra “Higher Education Academy Centre for Biosci-
ence” (Biyobilim Merkezi, Yiiksek Egitim Akademisi)
olarak degismistir. Ed Wood, Ingiltere ve Iskocya’da
Biyokimya departmanlarinda siirdiiriilen QA A (Quality
Assessment and Acreditation) ¢alismalarinda Egitimde
Kalite Degerlendiricisi (Teaching Quality Assessor)
olarak gérev yapmuistir.

Uluslar arasi arenada Biyokimya Egitimini yonlendirme
agisindan istiin basart gostermis olan Prof. Ed Wood,
bunu, biiyiik dl¢iide, 20 yilt askin bir siire (1979-2000)
IUB(MB) tarafindan yayimlanan “Biochemical Educa-
tion” dergisinin editorligiini yaparak gergeklestirmistir.
Ayrica, IUBMB’nin bir¢ok egitim etkinliklerinde rol
almistir. 2001 yilindan itibaren ~ FEBS biinyesinde
kurulan “Working Group on Teaching Biochemistry”
tiyesi olarak, daha sonra, 2007 den itibaren de “FEBS
Education Komitesi”nin Kurucu Bagkani olarak egitim
etkinliklerini Avrupa boyutunda siirdirmiistiir. 2006
Istanbul FEBS Kongresi sirasinda toplanan FEBS Genel
Kurulunda, “FEBS Egitim Calisma Grubu”nun, “FEBS
Egitim Komisyonu™na doniigmesi yoniinde tarihi bir
karar alind1. Ayni toplantida, yeni kurulan Egitim Komi-
syonunun Bagkanligina Prof. Ed Wood getirildi. Uyeler
olarak da Prof. Jean Wallach (Lyon) ve Prof. Giil Giiner
(Dokuz Eyliil) secilme sansi bulduk. Prof. Ed Wood,
cok sayida FEBS Kongrelerinin Egitim Etkinliklerinde
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oturum bagkani ya da konusmaci olarak yer almistir.
2007 ve 2008 FEBS Kongrelerinin, geng arastiricilara
onemli bir katkis1 olan “Ozgegmis (CV) Klinikleri’nde
etkin ¢alismalar yapmistir. 2008 yilinda FEBS’in “Peter
Campbell Konusmacisi” olarak Litvanya’da bir dizi kon-
ferans vermistir.

Prof. Ed Wood, 2006 yilinda Leeds Universitesi Biyo-
kimya Departmanindan emekliye ayrilmis olup, ayni
iniversitenin Biyobilim Merkezi’'nin Es-Baskanligini
yiuriitmekte idi. Yiiziin lizerinde arastirma makalesi, cok
sayida kitab1 ve sayisiz egitim makalesini miras olarak
birakmustir.

Ed Wood’un Esi Helen ve ogullar1 Benjamin ve Domi-
nic aileyi temsil etmekte olup, Ed’in {i¢ de torunu vardir.

Prof. Ed Wood’u Anma Téreni: 3 Subat 2009,
Leeds Universitesi, Ingiltere

Ed igin Ailesi ve Leeds Universitesi tarafindan birlikte
diizenlenen ve Ed’in 68. dogum giiniine rastlayan Anma
Toérenine, FEBS Egitim Komisyonu Baskani pozisyo-
nunda, Ed Woodun selefi olarak, FEBS’i temsilen
katilma olanagini bulmus olmaktan bir huzur ve onur
duymaktayim.

Anma Toreni bilytik bir dikkat ve titizlikle hazirlanmisti.
Yiizyirmi civarinda bir katihim vardi. Once, saat
12:30’da, Ed’in biiylik oglu Ben Wood sicak bir “hos
geldiniz” mesajin1 verdikten sonra, bir “Baba” olarak,
bir “Insan” olarak Ed’i anlatti. Ailece, en son kapsamli
tatillerini, Ed’in hayrani oldugu Tirkiye’de, Temmuz
2008°de, Kas-Kalkan’da yapmis olmaktan biiyiik bir
mutluluk duyduklarini belirtti. Helen Wood tarafindan
Aile masasina davet edildim. Titizlikle seg¢ilmis bir
meniiden olusan 6gle yemeginin ardindan, Ed hakkinda
konusmak isteyenler igin kiirsii hazird1.

Ed’in yalnizca bilimsel degil, insani yonlerini de ele
almis olan bu toplantiy1 6zetlemeyi, bir bilim insaninin
kisilik 6zelliklerinin paylasilmast ve degerlendirilmesi
acisindan yararli bulmaktayim.

Once, uluslar aras1 Biyokimya Camiasinin yakindan
tanidigi, metabolik yollar haritalar1 ile Gnlii, 90 yasin
tizerindeki Prof. Donald Nicholson, Ed’i degisik yonleri
ile anlatti. Kullandig1 kirmizi kravatin, Ed tarafindan
Taylan gezisi doniisiinde ona hediye edildigini 6grendik.

Ikinci olarak, Ben Wood tarafindan kiirsiiye davet ed-
ildim. FEBS Egitim Komisyonunun onemli mesajini,
ayrica Tiirk Biyokimya Dernegimizin, Bulgar Biyoki-
mya Derneginin, BAMBED dergisinin editorleri Voet
and Voet’un mesajlarini, Sofya Universitesinin, Dokuz

199 Giiner-Akdo€an



Eyliil Universitesi’nin Ed’in iistiin kisiligini, biyokimya
alanina yapmis oldugu katkilar1 ve yiirekten tesekkiirleri
kapsayan mesajlarini ilettim. Bu zor gorevi yerine get-
irebilme sansini elde etmekten heyecan duydum.

Dahasonra, Ed’in ikinci oglu Dom Wood, Ed’in en yakin
calisma arkadaslarindan biri olup yillarini paylastigi ve
Tiirk Biyokimya Camiasinin da yakindan tanidigi Prof.
Frank Vellanin sicak, kapsamli, felsefe boyutunu da
iceren mesajini okudu. Bu mesajda, Ed’i ii¢ dekadlik
bir siiredir tanidigini, onunla “bilimsel isbirligi”nin
yani sira adeta “kardesce” bir bag olustugunu, Frank
Vella'nin dokuz yilik TUBMB Egitim Komisyonu
Baskanlig1 sirasinda, Ed ile birlikte 1985’de baslayarak,
1992’ye kadar, Karasi, Porto, Manila, Dubrovnik, Sela-
nik, Ankara, Kuala Lumpur, Cali ve Lima, Biikres, Mel-
burn ve izmir’de gergeklestirdikleri Biyokimya Egitimi
Calistay’lar1 dile geldi. Bu galistaylarda ortaya ¢ikan
etkin paylasimlar, kurulan meslekdaslik ve arkadaslik
baglari, sonrasinda Biochemical Education Dergisinde
yazilan ve tiim camia’ya mal edilen raporlar, gercekten
“Biyokimya Tarihgesi” agisindan 6nem tagiyan bilgilerdi.

Ed’in  dermatolojik biyokimya arastirmalarindaki
ortagr Prof. J. Cunliffe, Ed’in bilimsel yonlerini ve
takim arkadasligini; birlikte keyifli, miiltidisipliner
calismalarini ve iirettiklerini 6zetledi.

Son olarak, Ed’le Leeds Universitesinin Biyokimya
Departmaninda yillar boyunca c¢alismig, Departman
Baskanliginda halef-selef iliskisi bulunup, 1991 yilinda
emekli olmasina ragmen Ed ile sayg1 ve sevgiye dayali
arkadasligini siirdiirmiis olan Prof. Harry Hassall, duy-
gusal final konusmay1 yapti. Ed’in onu ilk tanidigi 30
yaslarindaki motivasyonunu, iyimserligi ve is kapa-
sitesini hi¢ kaybetmedigini, her zaman i¢in planlanan
bir gelecek bulundugunu, son zamanlardaki oldukga
ciddi hastaliklar ve operasyonlarin Onemsiz olarak
goriildiigiinii ve de sonug olarak “Oliimiiniin” beklen-
meyen bir gercek olarak ortaya ciktigini, muhtesem
uslibu ile anlatti. Ed’in 6limi, “sanki diigmenin
kapatilmasi ve 151g1n aniden kaybolmasi gibiydi- halbu-
ki geriye bakildiginda, ikaz isaretleri yok da degildi”...
Tim katilimcilarin nefesleri kesilmisti. Prof. Hassall,
konusmasini, Primo Levi'nin Sekil 2°de oldugu sekilde
aktarilan siirini, “Ed’in, yasamindaki arkadaslarina ve
karsilastigi sayisiz kisilere bakis agisini” yansittigini
vurgulayarak bitirdi.
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First Anniversary Tribute: Prof. Ed Wood
(1941-2008)

“A Colleague and a Dear Friend to Turkish
Biochemists”

(With deep respect, to the memory of my Colleague and
Friend)

Gil Giiner-Akdogan
Chair, FEBS Education Committee

Dokuz Eyliil University School of Medicine-Department
of Biochemistry

A star dimmed away from the international biochemisty
community.

Prof. Ed Wood will always be remembered by his Fa-
mily, Friends, and the Biochemists all over the world by
his deep knowledge and expertise in biochemisty, his
creativity, his ever-lasting productivity, sharingness,
modesty, warm and sincere personality, honest charac-
ter and human values.

Prof. Dr. Ed Wood (EJW, Figure 1), following a two-year
struggle for his health, died suddenly of a heart attack
in his house at 166, Otley Road, Leeds, on December
14th, 2008, at a time of convalescence from a surgical
operation. The following day I learned of this unbelie-
vably sad event in a phone call from Helen, his wife.

I first met Ed (with Frank Vella and Alan Mehler) at
the IUBMB Workshop on Biochemistry Education, or-
ganized in Ankara in 1988, together with Frank Vella
and Alan Mehler, under the hospices of Turkish Bioc-
hemistry Society.

In the following 20 years, we have seen Ed as an asso-
ciate member of Turkish Biochemical Society and as a
real friend for Turkish Biochemists. He offered signifi-
cant and sincere input on the scientific and educational
meetings of Turkish Biochemical Society. He served on
the Editorial Board of Turkish Biochemistry Journal and
has done long years of refereeing for this journal. Not
only did he do the reviewing for the Journal, but was
always ready to do it also for his colleagues who asked
him. He was always with us when needed. He gave con-
tinous support to the young biochemists. A considerab-
le number of biochemists from Turkey have been accep-
ted to Ed’s lab for short or long-term visits, to carry our
their doctoral or post-doctoral studies. In 1994, T had the
opportunity to carry out a joint research project on col-
lagen cross-links in cancerous tissues at Ed’s lab in Le-
eds University, with a fellowship from the Royal Society.
We saw Ed holding a key role and responsibility in the
Turkish Biochemistry Congress which took place in An-
talya in 1989, in the [UBMB Workshop which took place
in Izmir in 1991, in the Izmir and Istanbul Biochemistry
Congresses in the following years, in the “Basic Medical
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Sciences Education” Symposium in Ankara in 1994, in
the “Biochemistry Education in the 2000’s” Symposium
at METU, Ankara, in the Biochemical Education Work-
shop in Izmir in 2001, in the Molecular Cancer Congress
organized by Uludag University Department of Bioche-
mistry in 2007, in several Scientific Meetings in Dokuz
Eylul University and Education Workshops organized in
Izmir, Ankara, and Mersin in 2007-2008 by Dokuz Eylul
University Health Sciences Institute, Mersin University
Health Sciences Institue and Turkish Medical Education
Congress. We also witnessed Ed’s valuable contribution
to the Educational Activites of FEBS 2002 (Organized
by Israelian Biochemical Society) and FEBS 2006 (Or-
ganized by Turkish Biochemical Society), which both
took place in Istanbul.

I also had the opportunity and priviledge to work with
Ed since 2001 on FEBS Educational activities. We wor-
ked on FEBS Working Group on Teaching Biochemisty
during 2001-2007. In 2006, FEBS Council which conve-
ned during Istanbul Congress took the historical decisi-
on to tranform this Group into “FEBS Education Com-
mittee”. In the same Council Meeting, Ed Wood was
elected as Chair of the Committee. Prof. Jean Wallach
(Lyon) and I (Dokuz Eylul, Izmir) were elected as mem-
bers.

I am greatly honored to have been asked by the Editor
of Turkish Biochemical Journal to write about Ed Wood.
It is, indeed, a difficult task; however, I think that at the
same time, it is important to inform the younger bioche-
mical generation about this important scientist who has
made an impact on biochemical science and biochemi-
cal education in our country, in Europe, and in the who-
le world.

Short CV of Prof. Ed Wood

Ed Wood obtained his BA in biochemistry at Queen’s
College, Oxford, and his DPhil degree in the Nuffi-
eld Biochemistry Department in Oxford. Following his
work on the biochemistry of immunoglobulins at the
Welcome Research Laboratory at Beckenham, in 1967,
he was appointed as a lecturer at the Department of Bi-
ochemistry and Physiology, at Malta University. In 1967,
he was appointed to Leeds University as a lecturer. He
became assistant professor in Leeds University in 1978,
associate professor in 1994, and professor in 1998. He
served as the Department Head between 1991-1996.

After leading a very fruitful research group on the pro-
teins functioning in respiration in invertebrate animals,
Prof. Wood’s research interest turned towards proteins
in human dermis and their role in dermatological dise-
ases and in wound healing in early 1980’s. This was a
consequence of his objective to investigate human tis-
sues and disease mechanisms. He worked in close colla-
boration with his clinical colleagues and certain depart-
ments in the pharmaceutical industry, producing many
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scientific articles and gaining recognition in national as
well as international platforms. Ed Wood developed a
technology to grow human skin cells in vitro and he also
designed a wound-healing model in lab, to observe the
behavior of human skin cells. With all this work, he ga-
ined recognition in dermatological research. He was the
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal “Clinical Dermatology:
Retinoids and other Treatments” for long years.Prof. Ed
Wood has accomplished a significant contribution to the
philosophy and practice of biochemical education- both
in the UK and internationally. His long-lasting Chairs-
hip of the Education Committee of the Biochemical So-
ciety permit him to contribute effectively to the prog-
ress of biochemical education in the UK. He served as
the Director of “Learning and Teaching Support Net-
work in Biosciences” and this unit was later transfor-
med into “Higher Education Academy Centre for Bios-
cience”. He successfully worked as a “Teaching Qua-
lity Assessor” in a number of biochemistry departments
in England and Scotland. Ed has shown a remarkable
activity on the international platform in giving directi-
on to biochemical education. He has accomplished this
largely through the Editorship, for more than twenty ye-
ars, of the Journal “Biochemical Education”. He was de-
dicated to reviewing-manuscripts, books, and submitted
project proposals for numerous journals and/or institu-
tions. He has also participated in various activities of
IUBMB. Starting with the year 2001, he served as a
member of FEBS Working Group on Teaching Bioche-
mistry. Since 2007, Ed served as Chair of FEBS Edu-
cation Committee. He was the Chair, Co-chair, or invi-
ted speaker in a great number of FEBS Education activi-
ties. During 2007 and 2008 FEBS, he also participated
in the CV clinics activity, which was a significant cont-
ribiution to young researchers in biochemistry and mo-
lecular biology. In 2008, he was sawarded as the “Peter
Campbell Lecturer” of FEBS, giving a series of confe-
rences in Lithuania.

Ed was the author or co-author of a number of bioche-
mistry books. Among these, Biochemistry for Medical
Sciences (Higgins, Turner and Wood -1994) was trans-
lated into many languages, including Turkish (by Giil
Gtiner). The Turkish edition received much attention by
both the teachers and students. Biology of Disease, to-
gether with Nessar Ahmad other colleagues (2006) was
a masterpiece, reflecting Ed’s maitrise of philosophy and
educational techniques in medical biochemistry. Ed has
written numerous educational articles, booklets, broc-
hures, book-reviews, and prepared educational videota-
pes. He was a member of the team working on the “PhD
Standards in Biochemistry (1989) and later, “PhD Stan-
dards in the Biomolecular Sciences” (2000), solicited by
IUBMB. This was an important milestone in the trai-
ning of PhD’s and received extensive recognition thro-
ughout the world.
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Prof. Ed Wood retired from the Department of Bioche-
mistry, University of Leeds, in 2006 and continued to
serve as the Co-Director of the Center for Biosciences,
University of Leeds. For Ed, his retirement was as busy
as before and he continued to work on an intense prog-
ram of educational activities, including those of FEBS
Education Committee.

He was the author of over 100 scientific articles, a num-
ber of books, and numerous educational articles.

He is succeeded by his wife Helen, his sons, Benjamin
and Dominic and three grand-children.

Memorial for Prof. Ed WOOD: Leeds Uni-
versity, February 3, 2009

It was an honor for me to attend, in the name of FEBS
Education Committee, the Memorial, organised by Ed’s
family and the University of Leeds, on February 3rd,
2009 which was the 68th anniversary of Ed. The ce-
remony was organised with great care. There were aro-
und 120 participants. Firstly, Ben Wood, Ed’s elder son,
made a welcome talk and described Ed as a “Father” and
a “Human Being”. He added that the whole family was
happy to have made their last extended vacation with Ed
in Turkey, a country which Ed liked so much. I was in-
vited by Helen Wood to the family table. Following an
elegant lunch, Ben Wood gave the chair to people who
wanted to talk about Ed.

I believe that a summary of this important event will be
useful from the point of view of sharing the characteris-
tics of Ed as a colleague, as a friend and as a human be-
ing.

The first speaker was Prof. Donald Nicholson, who knew
Ed since a very long time. He described Ed’s different
features; Ed had taken wholeheartedly the responsibility
of displaying Nicholson’s metabolic pathways in FEBS
and IUBMB Meetings. We learned that the red tie which
Prof. Nicholson wore on that occasion was a gift that Ed
had brought to him from Thailand.

Secondly, | was invited to talk in the name of FEBS Edu-
cation Committee. It was an honorable and at the same
time, a difficult task. I read the messages of thankful-
ness, recognition, and respect from:

FEBS Education Committee, of which he was the First
Chair;
VOET & VOET, the editors of BAMBED, the journal
which followed Biochemical Education, of which Ed
was the Editor for over 20 years;

Turkish Biochemical Society, with which Ed was closely
associated over long years;
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Bulgarian Biochemical Society, which highly esteemed
Ed Wood in many ways, and;

Sofia University, for which Ed had planned and organi-
sed the Biochemistry Education Workshop, which he co-
uld not attend, due to health reasons.

Then, Ed’s second son, Dominic Wood read the warm,
letter from Prof. Frank Vella, who was a colleague and a
good friend of Ed for long years. This had a more infor-
mal tone than the Tribute which appeared in BAMBED.
Briefly, in this message, Frank tells that he knew Ed for
more than three decades; that a “brotherly” relationship
had formed between them, besides the “scientific col-
laboration”, and that, during Frank Vella’s Chairship of
IUBMB Education Committee which lasted nine years,
and between the years 1985-1992, they organised toget-
her Biochemistry Education Workshops in the following
cities: Karachi, Porto, Manila, Dubrovnik, Thesalloniki,
Ankara, Kuala Lumpur, Cali and Lima, Bucarest, Mel-
bourne, and Izmir. During these workshops, an intense
sharing of information and experience occured and col-
league and friendship ties were formed. The workshop
reports written and shared with the entire biochemistry
community, were, in my opinion, facts which will al-
ways be important from the aspect of “History of Bioc-
hemical Education”.

Prof. J Cunliffe, a dermatology professor in the Medi-
cal School of Leeds University, who was Ed’s collabora-
tor in the dermatological biochemistry field, talked abo-
ut Ed’s scientific merits, his role on the research team,
and about their multidisciplinary work which ended in
fruitful results.

The final talk was done by Prof. Harry Hassall, who
had worked with Ed in the Department of Biochemistry,
University of Leeds, for long years and who, after re-
tirement in 1991, had handed over the Chairship to Ed.
With his overtaking style, he shared with the audience
the following:

Prof. Hassall had known Ed when he was around 30;
throughout the long years, Ed had never lost his motiva-
tion, optimism, and work-capacity; he always had a fu-
ture to plan and the serious health problems and operati-
ons were esteemed as minor, thus rending the “Loss” as
an unpredictable reality.

Ed’s loss was as if “the light was turned-off and gone
suddenly”-however, in retrospect, the warning signs
were there...

The participants were holding their breath. Prof. Has-
sall concluded his talk by reading the following poem
by Primo Levi, which he did not know if Ed knew, but
which he thought it reflected the feeling Ed had for his
friends and numerous people whom he met througho-
ut his life...
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Friends,

“Dear friends, and here I say ‘friends’in the broad sense of the word:

Wife, sister, associates, relatives, schoolmates, men and women —

People seen only once, or frequented all my life: provided that between us,
for at least a moment, a bond was formed, a well-defined chord.

1 speak for you, companions on a journey, through thick and thin on a
challenging road, and also for you who have lost Soul, Courage, the Will

to Live.

Or no one or someone, or perhaps only one person, or (just) you who are reading (hearing) me;
Remember the time before the wax hardened, when each of us was like a seal.
Each of us bears the imprint of friends met along the way,

In each the trace of each.

For good or evil, in wisdom or in folly.

Each stamped by each.

Now that time presses urgently, and the tasks are finished,

10 all of you the modest wish

That the Autumn may be long and mild”.

Primo Levi, Dec. 1985

Sekil 2/Figure 2: Primo Levi’den Dostlar/Friends by Primo Levi
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